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Ado 
The Ultra EP 
Blood Music 

8.0
Opening an envelope and seeing a 
CD with the Blood Music logo is a 
pleasure, as Fake Blood’s imprint 
has kept a consistently high level 
of dancefloor quality to date. The 
debut EP from Dundee’s Ado is 
no exception. Having distinctive 
remixes ranging from Clouds to 
Fatboy Slim under his belt, his own 
material keeps up the pressure with 
the aggressive arpeggios of the lead 
track, the neurotic sine wave thump 
of ‘Age’ and the Fake Blood-ish 
dancefloor lunacy of ‘Voids’.

Attaque 
Moderate EP 
Bad Life 

6.0
Accompanied with a PR blurb 
containing the usual list of 
accolades from the likes of Erol 
Alkan and Tiga, this is competent, 
contemporary electro/techno 
borders stuff that sweeps and 
swoops and motors along in all 
the right places. ‘Moderate’ kind 
of sums it up though, as there’s 
nothing here to make it stand out 
from the regular flow of releases on 
Blood Music or BNR, although of 
course to be named amongst them 
should be taken as a compliment 
in itself.

Beni featuring Mattie 
Safer 
Someone Just Like You 
Modular 

7.0
A few years back, Modular had 
some really hot releases, but things 
have been a bit quiet of late. That 
all changes with this track, taken 
from Beni’s debut album ‘House Of 
Beni’ and featuring ex-Rapture man 

Mattie Safer on vocals. ‘Someone 
Just Like You’ is a sassy and smooth 
electro p-funk belter with a great 
groove, a cool hook, some deft 
production touches and a really 
involuntary ‘get those feet moving’ 
effect. What more do you need?

Detboi (feat Mista Men) 
Sanctuary Of Love 
Cheap Thrills 

7.0
Dublin’s Detboi teams up with 
DJ/production trio Mista Men on 
the atmospheric housey/garagey 
mix-up original. His own, more 
upbeat remixes are the killers here 
though, the ‘Deep Sleep’ remix 
pumping up the beats and adding 
rising synth swirls that break down 
into mutant house pianos. The 
‘Rave Alarm’ remix is the highlight 
of the package, doing pretty much 
what it says on the tin and bringing 
heavyweight tribal rhythms and 
breakbeat touches into the mix. 
Unclassifiably smart.

Japanese Popstars 
Take Forever 
Virgin 

6.0
Robert Smith’s recent outing with 
Crystal Castles on the magnificent 
‘Not In Love’ has been one of the 
highlights of the year, sounding 
something like The Cure might 
have done if they emerged in 2011. 
Sadly, the Japanese Popstars’ use of 
the man’s unique vocal talent ends 
up sounding like a poor attempt 
at copying Smith’s own band in 
one of their less successful phases. 
Even a Vince Clarke-ish remix from 
Deadstock 33s doesn’t save the day.

Monarchy 
You Don’t Want To Dance With 
Me 
100% Records 

2.0
It was the remixes in the package 
that gained Monarchy an eight 
on this page a couple of issues 
back, but not this time round. 

This anaemic original receives a 
classic “let’s get some mixes done” 
treatment here; Moonlight Matters 
make it even more lightweight, 
Bondax have a mis-firing garagey 
go, Meridan aim for Fred Falke 
and fail, Picture House sound 
like the backing is slightly out 
of tune with the vocal, and 
Kezokichi provide the obligatory 
‘rockydrumdistortedbassline’ 
version. 

NOOB 
Spell/Protein 
Sound Pellegrino 

7.0
Bordeaux not only produces some 
of the finest wine in the world, 
it also has a nice line in music 
producers. Following on the 
heels of Bobmo, Strip Steve and 
Djedjotronic is Noob. Although not 
actually a newbie, having already 
had releases on Turbo and Form, 
his new EP on Sound Pellegrino 
contains two sophisticated slices of 
deeply atmospheric music. ‘Spell’ 
is a lush late-nighter, whereas 
‘Protein’ takes it up a little, but not 
too much.

Rotkäppchen 
DEmontage EP 
Grimm Records 

7.0
Rotkäppchen’s debut EP opens 
with ‘RUonNE’ — the press release 
bangs on about “hypnotic synth 
work, catchy vocal hook and 
powerful drums” but the fact is that 
it samples Steve Coogan’s spoof 
TV/radio presenter character Alan 
Partridge from Norwich saying 
things like “Are you on an ‘E’?” and 
“it’s that sound again. And again”. 
For that simple reason alone, it gets 
7 out of 10. A remix featuring just 
Mr Partridge would be a definite 10 
out of 10 ‘Money Shot’!

DPPLGNGRS 
Burning 
Hottwerk Records 

8.0  
Following up their terrific 
‘Invaders’ single from earlier 
this year, DPPLGNRS’ second 
‘Money Shot’ in a row is a 
slightly less frenetic affair, 
but no less dancefloor friendly 
for it. Breakbeaty loops 
(including an interesting 
take on the classic ‘Amen’ 
sample) groove along over 
a trademark bassline and 
topline combo catchy hook, 
with some simple, clean 
breakdown synths added into 
the mix. Altogether it makes 
for another strong release for 
the Southend duo and their 
label Hottwerk.

MONEY
SHOT!

01. �UNITED SOUNDS OF EUROPE  ‘Superconscious’  Corsair Records  
“Always an inspiration, Angel Tripudio’s new single pushes the envelope with this 
elektronotron groove.”

02. �IDC  ‘Everybody’  Corsair Records  
“It’s not a true DJ chart if it doesn’t plug your own upcoming groundbreaking 
masterpiece of a single!”

03. �ASBO KID  ‘Human Nature’  CDR  
“James Atkin and Justin Welch’s project continues to evolve along a unique path, 
big stuff!”

04. �FABIAN  ‘Last Flight’  Binary Records  
“This seemed a bit slight at first hearing but has turned out to be a great party-
starter.”

05. �MOONBOOTICA  ‘Battle No.1’  Cheap Thrills  
“A right ravey knees-up that’s a proper dancefloor filler.”

06. �TASERBLAST  ‘Ego Piece Offering’  Harmonisation-Nation  
“The proto-elektronotron tune, it’ll be interesting to see where it all leads.”

07.  �DPPLGNGRS  ‘Burning’  Hottwerk Records  
“Another cracking release from the dons of Hottwerk, one of the best new UK 
independent dance labels.”

08. �STYLE OF EYE  ‘We Are Boys’  Refune  
“A mad, strange tune that works well if used with caution.”

09. �D.I.M & TAI  ‘Ion’  BNR  
“Still in my set after many months, BNR continually setting the bar for everyone else.”

10. �PRIMAL SCREAM & JOHN LENNON  ‘Come Together 
(Together)’  Bootleg  
“A new IDC bootleg that seems to do the business if dropped at the right moment.”

IDC CORSAIR RECORDS

Totally Enormous 
Extinct Dinosaurs 
Garden 
Polydor Records 

2.0
More annoying electro-
indie-dance-lite from 
Orlando Higginbottom 
and his equally 
annoyingly-named 
band. The credibility 
gap between major 
label output and the 
wealth of wonderful 
independents has never 
been wider.

Neo Tokyo 
Fear Of The Dark EP 
Arcade Pony Records 

7.0
Neo Tokyo makes for 
a strong return to the 
label with the piano-led 
title track and also 
plunders some very 
Daft Punk vibes to great 
effect on lead track ‘Der 
Geist’. 

Icona Pop 
Nights Like This 
Mercury Records 

5.0
Swedish duo Aino Jawo 
and Caroline Hjelt’s 
debut sounds like Nina 
Persson singing ‘99 
Red Balloons’. Probably 
pleasant enough if 
that’s your kind of 
thing. It’s not mine.

The Magician feat 
Jeppe 
I Don’t Know What 
To Do 
Kitsuné 

2.0
Ex-Aeroplane man’s 
new single suffers from 
a Tony Hadley-ish vocal 
and repetitive use of the 
line “I don’t know what 
to do”. I knew what to 
do, I turned it off.
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